


WHY DO I NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT JET FUEL?
I On January 20, 1998, aWorld Airways jet aircraft
with a malfunctioning valve discharged a small amount
of jet fuel near Dorsey Road as the aircraft returned
to BaltimoreMashington International Airport (BWl)
because of an onboard medical emergency.

lncidents like this
one are extremely rare.
Most fuel discharges are
at high altitudes so that
jet fuel vaporizes and
does not reach land. lf
the World Airways' valve
had not malfunctioned,
this discharge would not
have occurred over

land. Emergenq/ response officials at the Maryland
Department of the Environment advise that this
was the first fuel discharge in the BWI area since
MDE was created in 1987. BWI officials, some of
whom have worked at the airport fcir more than
20 years, also are unable to recall any previous airborne
fuel discharges in the vicinity of BWl. In addition, some
of the aircraft that serve BWI are not equipped to
discharge fuel when they are airborne.

You will most likely never come in contact with jet

fuel. But the Maryland Department of the Environment
and the Maryland Aviation Administration have prepared
guidelines to explain the hazards and appropriate
responses should a fuel discharge occur again.

WHAT ARE JET FUELS?
I Jet fuels are colorless liquids with a fuel oil-like odor.
They are very similar to kerosene in color, odor and
consistency.They are generally named JP-3, JP-4, JP-s,
or Turbine Engine Aviation Fuel,and are lighter in weight
than water. But no matter what the name, they have
similar risks.
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